Ross Township Regular Board Meeting
Minutes
ROSS TOWNSHIP
KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN

May 19, 2026
Attendee Name Title Roll Call Status
Christina Hutchings Supervisor Present
Mary Stage Clerk Present
Amanda Wiersma Treasurer Present
Michael Bekes Trustee Present
Lynn Harmon Trustee Present
Diana Langshaw Trustee Present
Todd White Trustee Present
Rob Thall Attorney Present

Call to Order:

Supervisor Hutchings called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm with all rising for the Pledge
Allegiance to the Flag.

Prior to the approval to the agenda, Supervisor Hutchings wanted to add: the appointments to
the Planning Commission (PC) and the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA), above the Ross
Township Park Gatehouse.

Approval of Agenda

Motion

Trustee Langshaw moved to accept the agenda with changes, supported by Trustee Bekes.
The motion passed unanimously.

Mover Trustee Langshaw

Second Trustee Bekes

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye
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Approval of the Consent Agenda

Clerk Stage brought to the attention of the Board a new set of minutes at their places, because
Trustee Harmon requested changes. Trustee Harmon, explained the changes, the following
motion was made.

Motion

Trustee Langshaw moved to accept the consent agenda with changes, supported by Trustee
Bekes. The motion passed unanimously.

Mover Trustee Langshaw

Second Trustee Bekes

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye

Various Committee Reports

LifeCare Ambulance — Brian Walls, they had 36 calls last month, gave mutual aid twice. They
are at 98% staffing for day shift and 95% staffing for night shift.

Clerk Stage inquired if the issue with the engine problem had been solved with the dealer, Brian
indicated that it my go into a class action lawsuit.

Citizen Comment:
Was opened at 6:09pm.

Tom Boyd — Thanked the Board for all their work they do for the community. He addressed the
Board concerning an email sent to the Board about the SAD from a Shermane Lake Resident,
and stated that information with in the email was not correct. He also informed the Board that
the SAD will be formalized and defined for the Sherman Lake Residents, prior to seeking
Residents signatures.

Supervisor Hutchings inquired if Board members had received the email, the Board responded

no. It was asked if Mr. Boyd could send or provide the email to the Board, he responded that he
could.

Various Committee Reports

Ross Township Police Department — Chief Martin Brown, property check are going down, traffic

hazards increased due to storm damage, normal monthly response for Richland Police
Department.
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The police boat is in the water, week/weekend patrols will start Memorial Day weekend, the
marine patrol has added 3 more individuals, thanks to a generous donation from the Gull Lake
Quality Organization.

Supervisor Hutchings addressed an issue on Gull Creek, that the signation for it being a slow no
wake zone was not posted on the creek. After reviewing minutes from the 70’s, if was confirmed
that Gull Creek and the channel on Sherman Lake are slow no wake zones. Hutchings is
working with the DNR to get direction as to where the signation needs to be posted. She will
keep the Board posted.

Ross-Augusta Fire Department — Chief Doug Bogema, had numerous calls related to storm
damage, 20 EMS, 2 vehicle accident with injuries and 9 false alarms for fire. The department is
seeking a matching grant from FEMA for breathing apparatus it’s for $50,000 and a matching
grant from DNR for $10,000. The Board responded to the grant with the following motions.

Motion

Trustee Harmon moved to approve the Fire Department to apply for the DNR grant with
matching funds of $5,000.00, due on June 30" for a total grant of $10, 000, supported by
Trustee Langshaw. After a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.

Mover Trustee Harmon

Second Trustee Langshaw

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye
Motion

Trustee Harmon moved to approve the Fire Department to resubmit for a FEMA grant with 90-
10 funding up to $30,000.00, for breathing apparatus, if it ends up being more, the Fire
Department will come back before the Board for additional dollars, supported by Trustee
Bekes. After a roll call vote, the motion passed unanimously.

Mover Trustee Harmon

Second Trustee Bekes

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye
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Kalamazoo Sheriff Department — J Harrison, wanted to inform the Board that there will be active
shooter training in the area in June. We will see many first responder vehicles from other
jurisdictions in the area during the training.

Old Business

Neighborhood Street Light Assessments — Treasurer Wiersma, has been working with the
Assessor and they have almost completed reviewing the street light districts and will be getting
with Attorney Thall for the next steps necessary for moving forward.

Ross Augusta Fire Department Administration — Supervisor Hutchings spoke about the role
of the liaison to the department, and that she has reached out to the Command Staff, the
conversations have been good, and she will be attending their June 2™ meeting. There was
discussion that took place which end with the following motion.

Motion

Trustee Harmon moved to modify the motion made at the April 30" meeting, to Supervisor
Hutchings will be the Board liaison to the Fire Department to provide Administrative
Assistance to the Department, supported by Clerk Stage. The motion passed unanimously.

Mover Trustee Harmon

Second Clerk Stage

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye

Trustee Bekes brought up the percentage of revenue to be spend on operations vs capital. After
Board discussion it was concluded that future operation budget discussions should include the
Command Staff of the Fire Department and the Board.

New Business
Appointment of Planning Commission (PC) and Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) -

Supervisor Hutchings gave a brief background on Dr Tom Saad for the PC and Ella Philander
for the ZBA. There was discussion, afterwards the following motions were made.
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Motion

Supervisor Hutchings moved to appoint Dr Tom Saad to the PC, supported by Trustee Bekes.
The motion passed unanimously.

Mover Supervisor Hutchings

Second Trustee Bekes

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye
Motion

Clerk Stage moved to appoint Ella Philander to the ZBA, supported by Trustee Langshaw.
The motion passed unanimously.

Mover Clerk Stage

Second Trustee Langshaw

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye

Ross Township Park Gatehouse — Supervisor Hutchings informed the Board that the
gatehouse at the park needs to be replace. Parry, a member of the community, who is a
contractor, can replace the gatehouse for $1,800.00. Mary Carol Wilkins is making a donation in
the name of former Police Chief Dennis Wilkins in the amount of $300.00. Hutchings has
reached out to the Rotary Club requesting a donation of $500.00 dollar toward the new
gatehouse. She asked the Board to support up to $1,000.00 to replace the gatehouse.

Trustee Harmon stated that the Harmon Family will make an additional donation toward the

gatehouse of $300.00, in the name of J. Allen Harmon. After discussion the following motion
was made.
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Motion

Trustee Harmon moved to support the project up to $1,800, supported by Treasurer Wiersma.
The motion passed unanimously.
Mover Trustee Harmon
Second Treasurer Wiersma
Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent

Name Vote Name Vote
Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye
Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye
Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye

Township Sign Update — Supervisor Hutchings went over the handouts in the Board packet.
After discussion it was decided that she should get quotes on a new LED sign to replace the
current sign.

Greer Road Sign — Treasurer Wiersma reviewed the handout in the Board packet, that she
received from the City of Kalamazoo, they will be placing two 2’ x 2’ signs and one 4’ x 8’ sign
on their property on Greer Rd.

Moratorium Discussions
Supervisor Hutchings made the following statement:

The Ross Township Board has the authority to impose a temporary moratorium — a short-term
pause on specific land-use activities, such as solar farms, data center, and wind turbines — while
the PC updates pertinent zoning ordinances. A moratorium helps prevent development
proposals that may conflict with forthcoming regulations or place serious strain on road traffic,
utility systems or public safety services. She then handed over the topic to Attorney Thall, who
reviewed the ordinances with the Board.

Rob Thall said that since we had a working Solar and BESS ordinance, we could not do a

moratorium on those, just data center. Treasurer Wiersma recommended that with potential
solar in a neighboring township, we revisit our original ordinance for any needed modifications.
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After many questions and discussion, the following motions were made.

Motion

Clerk Stage moved to accept the Ordinance to enact a temporary Moratorium on Data
Centers, supported by Trustee Langshaw the motion passed unanimously.

Mover Clerk Stage

Second Trustee Langshaw

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye
Motion

Trustee Harmon moved to accept the Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments, supported by
Trustee Langshaw. The motion passed unanimously.

Second Citizen Comment

Opened and closed at

Trustee Updates

8:00 pm

Mover Trustee Harmon

Second Trustee Langshaw

Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote

Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye

Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye

Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye

Trustee White Aye

Trustee Harmon stated that we will need to do a final 2025-2026 budget adjustment next month

and our first quarter review of our current budget will be at our July meeting.

Clerk Stage the Election went well. Trustee Bekes asked about the meeting with Yorkville
Church. Stage stated the meeting went well, we have a check list that we will be using before
and after the elections and the agreement was signed.
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Motion
Trustee Bekes moved to adjourn, supported by Treasurer Wiersma. The motion passed
unanimously.
Mover Trustee Bekes
Second Treasurer Wiersma
Result Motion Adopted: 7 Ayes; 0 Nays; 0 Abstained; 0 Absent
Name Vote Name Vote
Supervisor Hutchings Aye Trustee Bekes Aye
Clerk Stage Aye Trustee Harmon Aye
Treasurer Wiersma Aye Trustee Langshaw Aye
Trustee White Aye
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm
A video recording of this meeting is on YouTube.
YW\ Ma o o Weelhe s zu - Tine 7. 2020
Mary Stage/ J Date )
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